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Educational and developmental science are at a pivotal moment globally, one fraught with 
challenges but rich with potential. Educational and social disparities, structural inequities, 
and the legacies of colonization that challenge many societies have been and will be exac-
erbated by the impacts of pandemics; global warming; ethnocentric nationalism; attempts 
to sustain the social, economic, and cultural privilege of a select few; and disrupting eco-
nomic change. Whereas these challenges are profound, they occur at a time when we know 
a great deal about both the drivers of inequities and ill-being and the potential for thriving 
and how to promote thriving. Although we now know a great deal, what we know is limited 
by epistemological and methodological limitations as well as by intellectual silos, both in 
education research and across education research, developmental research, and other 
disciplines and domains. 

Emerging syntheses across fields focused on human learning and development (e.g., cogni-
tive and social psychology, learning sciences, human development, and various fields in the 
neurosciences) converge around an integrated understanding of dynamic relations between 
and among contexts; physical, social, emotional, and cognitive processes; perceptions of 
the self, tasks, settings; and the emotional salience of experience. Learning and develop-
ment involve dynamically coactive processes between and among people and dialogic rela-
tionships that unfold through people’s participation in routine cultural practices, within and 
across spaces, and within and across stretches of time. 

Learning and development also reflect the importance of malleability and plasticity, the im-
portance of relational support and social context, and the specificity of everyone’s learning 
journey. This integrated conception of learning and development offers innovative possibili-
ties for how we examine learning and how we think about designing robust learning environ-
ments that maximize opportunities for all to learn. In addition, it offers innovative possibil-
ities for how we understand variation in pathways for learning and how we understand the 
demands of robust learning for children as well as adults. 

We invite papers that systematically review, interrogate, and advance these syntheses 
across disciplines and that document innovative methodological tools that enable rigorous 
assessment of this complexity. We further invite papers that offer critical perspectives on 
how we can examine the affordances of cultural variation in terms of learning in academic 
content areas, within and across different settings, from schools to community settings, 
families, and extended social networks. 



 

There are multiple challenges in addressing the issues of inequity in opportunities for thriv-
ing. There are questions about how goals of learning and development are conceptualized 
within broader societal and cultural contexts. There are fundamental questions of research, 
theory, and methodology (e.g., design, measurement, and data analysis). There are ques-
tions of using research findings to inform policy that supports and enables practices in sys-
tems. There are questions about understanding why addressing these challenges around 
equity have been so persistent and resistant to change. 

In this volume, we invite papers that examine these challenges from perspectives informed 
by research syntheses of what we know about human learning and development. The fol-
lowing are among the wide range of topical areas and questions that papers might address: 

• How do we need to think about conditions that facilitate thriving to include gaps in the 
research bases related to human learning and development?  

• What are implications of using complex systems analyses in addressing persistent 
structures of inequality appreciating that human learning and development operate 
as complex systems that include relationships between physiological processes and 
people’s participation in cultural practices, as these coact within social, economic, and 
political systems? 

• How can theorizing and studies of human learning and development help us under-
stand what is required for scientific evidence about thriving to address inequities in 
opportunity to learn and thrive—of translating research into practice?  

• How can studies of resilience in the face of risks inform how we address the organiza-
tion of settings that contribute to youth development?  

• How are issues of race, ethnicity, immigrant status, gender identity, and sexual ori-
entation and experiences of poverty taken up in studies of resilience? What are the 
strengths in this work, and what questions persist, requiring more deepened and criti-
cal understandings?  

• How can thriving be addressed in the design of academic learning, and what is the spe-
cial role that schools play in supporting youth development to maximize opportunities 
for thriving in the face of challenge?  

• What are features of subject-matter learning that are most critical in supporting youth’s 
wholistic development?  

• How is out-of-school learning of youth integrated into their in-school experiences, and 
what are the barriers and possibilities for this integration, particularly in relationship to 
building on cultural and social practices within families and communities? 

• Are there approaches to the concept of whole-child development that provide means to 
understand  the coaction of physiological, psychological, behavioral, social, and cultural 
constructs in describing, explaining, and optimizing each young person’s thriving pathway?  
 

 



 

What methodological approaches are available to transform these approaches into ac-
tionable educational programs and policies?

The editorial team will review proposals and invite authors to prepare manuscripts based 
on the overall objectives of the volume and the promise of each proposed work. Proposals 
are due June 1, 2022. The authors who are invited to submit manuscripts will be notified by 
August 15, 2022, and will be expected to submit final manuscripts for peer review no later 
than January 20, 2023, to allow for publication in the fall of 2023. Invited manuscripts will 
be subject to blind review.  

Proposals for manuscript submissions should not exceed 1,000 words and should be sub-
mitted to https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/rre.  All inquiries should be submitted to  
RREeditor@aera.net. Final manuscripts for RRE articles may not exceed 10,000 words (ex-
clusive of references and figures). Authors will also be expected to include in the AERA-RRE 
repository a detailed description of the methods and procedures underlying their literature 
searches and a specification of the relevant literature that forms the basis for the analysis 
in the article.
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